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88-324 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
'FRIENDS OF WEIU' ESTABLISHED AT EASTERN 
July 15, 1988 
CHARLESTON, IL.--A new advisory board has been formed to review the 
activities of Eastern Illinois University's radio and television station. 
"Friends of WEIU" is a 17-member advisory board that will review 
production, programming, budgeting, fundraising and community affairs 
efforts of WEIU TV, Channel 51, and WEIU FM 88.9. 
The board, composed of University administrators, Eastern students, 
media representatives and other professionals from the Charleston, 
Mattoon, Paris and Effingham area, will hold its first meeting in October 
and a second meeting in the spring. 
Members of the new board were recently introduced during a recent 
reception held in conjunction with WEIU's birthday celebration. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 'FRIENDS OF WEIU' 
They include Eastern representatives John Beabout, general manager of 
WEIU FM and TV; Dr. Robert Kindrick, vice president for Academic Affairs; 
and Art Tate, assistant director of University Relations, all of whom are 
permanent board members. 
Serving three-year terms are John Ryan, chairman of Eastern's Radio 
and Television Center Board; Jim Livesay, president and general manager of 
WLBH AM & FM, Mattoon; Doug Adams, general manager of WAND TV, Decatur; 
Dave Shaul, news director at WCIA Channel 3, Champaign; Buddy Foster, 
director of the Charleston Area Economic Development Foundation, 
representing the Charleston Area Chamber of Commerce; and James Whalen, 
vice president of Operations and Marketing at Illinois Consolidated 
Telephone Company, Mattoon, representing the Mattoon Association of 
Commerce. 
Others serving three-year terms include John Piper, an attorney with 
Massey, Anderson and Gibson, Paris, representing the East Central Illinois 
Development Corporation; Eli Sidwell of Eli Sidwell and Associates, 
Charleston; Jackie Record of Mattoon; Mary Ann Pearman of Paris; Bob 
Hickman, superintendent of Effingham Community Unit 40; and Herb 
Alexander, director of the laboratory at Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center, 
Mattoon, representing the EIU Foundation. 
Mike Riordan, student government president at Eastern, and Eastern 
student Tiffani Stewart, Radio and Television Center representative, are 
serving one-year terms on the board. Eastern President Stan Rives serves 
as an ex officio member of the board. 
Beabout said he hopes input from board members will add a broader 
perspective to what the Radio and Television Center is doing. 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 'FRIENDS OF WEIU' 
"The board was formed as a result of the need for more community input 
on operations of the Radio and Television Center. It is a valuable 
resource to the University and to the community, and we have an obligation 
to serve these segments in terms of educational and cultural programming." 
Beabout said "Friends of WEIU" is by no means a regulatory board, but 
rather a board that will review WEIU's policies and procedures and present 
ideas and suggestions as to how WEIU can bett~r serve its listeners and 
viewers. 
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